
 
 

Dear Applicant 

I just wanted to say how pleased I am that you will be joining us on 
the EdD Bristol programme soon and wanted to keep you updated 
on what is happening here.  As well as studying and attending 
taught units and lectures, we have a busy programme of seminars, 
conferences and social events in which you are encouraged to 
participate.  
 
 We work with leading international scholars across a variety of fields; there is little doubt 
that in the coming years you will have the opportunity to meet many visiting experts in the 
field of Education and hear about their work.    
 
You will also be invited to join one or more of our Research Centres 
and Networks which provide excellent opportunities to meet with, 
and collaborate with, other students from different disciplines.  
Overall you can expect the EdD programme to lead to exciting 
opportunities and can read the stories of some of our alumni here.  
 
Summer Term is a busy time at the School of Education (SoE) – we held the annual doctoral 
student conference earlier this month and you can see the programme here.  

Similar events are held by the Bristol Doctoral College (BDC) which provides a focal point 
for doctoral training activity and researcher development across the University and in 
collaboration with our partner institutions. Its website is an information hub for all stages of 
the doctoral progress, including ‘getting here and getting started’.  

Introducing the LLP units and tutors 
In the May newsletter I introduced myself as EdD Programme Director and EdD Unit tutor 
for Understanding Educational Research in Hong Kong. Here I introduce two other key 
members of the teaching team and unit tutors, among several others, who will guide and 
support you through the programme. 

Professor Sally Thomas 

EdD Unit tutor:  Conducting Educational Research (Bristol) and Evaluating Educational 
Quality and Improvement in Organisational Settings 

Sally M. Thomas is Director of the Centre for Assessment and Evaluation Research 
(CAERe).  She has conducted and led academic research studies for 25+ years.  Previously 
she was an Associate Director and founding member of the International School 
Effectiveness and Improvement Centre at the London Institute of Education, and has also 
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worked at University of Oxford and the London School of Economics. Her main publications 
are on different aspects of educational quality, which have examined a variety of factors, 
indicators and processes related to school and institutional effectiveness and improvement 
(both in UK and abroad).  In particular she has carried out extensive research studies on 
‘value added’ measures of school effectiveness and the application of these measures for 
different, or overlapping, purposes including: school improvement, school evaluation and 
self-evaluation and international quality indicators.   

Dr. Lisa Lucas 

EdD Unit tutor: Understanding Educational Research (Bristol) Conducting Education 
Research (HK) and Global Higher Education (Bristol and Hong Kong) 

Lisa Lucas joined the School of Education in October 2002. Her background is in Sociology 
and she was previously a Research Fellow in the Department of Educational and 
Professional Development at University College London working on projects relating to 
Widening Participation initiatives in Higher Education.  Her research interest focuses on 
higher education policy in a global context and in particular, the funding of higher education 
and the evaluation of the quality of research and teaching. She teaches across a wide range 
of courses on the MSc Educational Research, MEd programmes and EdD programmes. 

 
Checklist of things to do before arriving 

• Apply for Accommodation - The Accommodation Office is accepting applications 
from offer-holders who are commencing study in September 2018.  University 
accommodation is very popular and the deadline of the end of this month (30 June 
2018) is fast approaching. 

• Accept your offer - The earlier we know the more preparation we can do for your 
arrival.  If you have not already done so please respond to your offer of study.  

• Apply for a Visa (International Students only) - If you are an international applicant 
now is the time to apply for your Tier 4 visa.   Unconditional offer holders who have 
paid a deposit can request a Certificate of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) number.  The 
University of Bristol has an excellent International Office and our colleagues there 
have vast experience in offering applicants advice and support.  Contact details are 
available on the link above and we would recommend making use of their expertise. 

• Meet Any Conditions of Offer - We appreciate that conditional offer-holders will 
meet their conditions at different points throughout the application cycle.  Please 
ensure that as soon as you have the documents to satisfy a condition of offer that 
you get in touch with us.  We will then update your application accordingly. 

 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you 
prepare for your course, please do email me and I will get back to you as soon as I can. 
 
I look forward to meeting you. 
 
Dr Janet Orchard 
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edjlo@bristol.ac.uk 
EdD Bristol Programme Director 
School of Education 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol. 
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